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DLUC Congregation Says Thanks
To Retiring Choir Conductors

by Ellen J

On Saturday June 6th many from
Deer Lake gathered at the church for a
Choir Leader tribute before all four, Terri
and Grant Lapthorne and Don and Jean
McWade retire after many, many years of
musical service to our congregation.

What a night!! Following an incredi-
ble potluck supper complete with laughs
and conversation in the fellowship hall,
everyone retired to the sanctuary for what
scemed to be a cross between a Hallmark
Hall of Fame movie and a Dean Martin
roast!!

Naomi 8§ started the cvening off
by pointing out the history of our dear
choir leaders! Then on to the Kidz band
for an offering of “Meeting Time” and
“Gospel”. Don first formed this band
several years ago and it has been a de-
light to watch the children, and their mus-
ical prowess, grow and develop along
with their maturity. They have improved
and refined their skills under Don’s pro-
tective wing and it was heartening to sec
them offer this musical “thank-you™.

Following the kids Jim Y took
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Grant and Terri Lapthorne, Jean McLeod and Don Wade

the stage with gencrous praise (and a few
digs) for our four choir leaders. He even
serenaded them a cappella, and with the
humble intention of not breathing!!

The choir sang a couple of favourites
and Picces of Eight offered “Down by the

River to Pray”. Melissa H spoke on
behalf of the kids Don has touched over
the years. Drawing illustrations from
band practices and Dons legendary child-
like energy it was amazing to think that
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Vision Statement
Deer Lake United Church wel-
comes you into a Christian com-
munity for all ages that explores
and expresses spirituality through:

e Worship and Music

e Fun and Fellowship

e Caring and Outreach

e Involvement and Growth
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